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1. In November 1953, some work on the small canals was still going ,ohybut.the. main i
part of the Ghief Turkmen Canal project had been abandoned. Approximately ‘
200 excavators were standing idle in Takhiys Tash (approx. N42-20, E59-33). i
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2. 'the Turkmen Canal was to be 1,200 km}long and that 10,Q00 to ‘
20,000 prisoners worked on the préject. ‘ ‘i‘t‘. was given up '
e.fter the death of Stalin in order to concentrate on projects that would 25X1
help raise the standard of living of the people. One of these projects was
the irrigation work in South Kazakhstan,started to help agriculture. Much
of the equipment used to build the Turkmen Ca.nal had been moved to Ka.zakhstan. it
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3. There were acres of machinery parked near Takhiya Tesh, which had become a
military town in 1953.
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